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Day 1 | Session 1: Language and Verbal Reasoning | 10.15-10.30

Chilling Adventures: Skin Conductance
Responses Elicited by Spoken Language
Lukas Nemestothy 1

Susanne Maria Reiterer 1

1. Department of Linguistics, University of Vienna, Vienna, Austria

Chills are brief bodily sensations that are usually accompanied by
skin conductance responses, which are regarded as a
neurophysiological marker of aesthetic processing. While
music-elicited chills have been studied thoroughly, much less is
known about whether spoken language can produce comparable responses.
Several accounts propose shared evolutionary, affective, and
neurocognitive mechanisms for music and speech. Building on the
concept of phonetic chills, the present study examined whether
non-melodic speech could elicit physiological chill responses.
Seventy-eight participants listened to 16 auditory stimuli and
provided continuous and retrospective self-reports. Electrodermal
activity was recorded and event-related analyses were performed in
alignment to the stimulus onset triggers. The results provide
evidence that spoken language can reliably elicit physiological chill
responses. However, physiological and subjective indices dissociated,
since participants did not consistently report these experiences as
chills. Comparisons between speech and music showed that the
occurrence of physiological chills did not differ reliably between
the two stimulus types. However, when physiological chills occurred,
music elicited stronger responses than speech, as reflected in higher
Skin Conductance Response peak counts. These findings suggest that
spoken language can elicit bodily responses comparable in occurrence,
though not intensity, to those elicited during music listening.
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Day 1 | Session 1: Language and Verbal Reasoning | 10.35-10.50

Effects of language-specific terms on
object categorization in Croatian and
Italian native speakers: Evidence from
event-related potentials
Bruno Lewis 1

Sandra Arbula 1

Antonino Vallesi 2

Irene Bellin 2

1. Division of Cognitive Sciences, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Rijeka,

Rijeka, Croatia

2. Department of Neuroscience, University of Padova, Padova, Italy

It is debated whether language-specific labels influence early visual
categorisation. We tested Croatian and Italian native speakers using
a peripheral visual oddball paradigm while recording
electroencephalography (EEG) to compute event-related potentials
(ERPs). Participants performed a central fixation task as arrays of
objects appeared briefly in the periphery: standards occasionally
switched to deviants that contrasted (a) Croatian-salient “shoe”
categories (formal vs. sport), (b) Italian-named pasta shapes (penne
vs. fusilli), and (c) a control condition (book vs. notebook). We
examined an early visual mismatch negativity (vMMN, ~170–230 ms) and
a later orienting response (P3a, ~260–300 ms). Croatian speakers
showed a clear vMMN to shoe category changes, whereas Italians did
not; neither group showed robust early effects for pasta nor the
control condition. Conversely, P3a effects emerged for contrasts that
were less lexically salient to the group (e.g., pasta for Croats,
shoes for Italians). Findings partially suggest that everyday lexical
boundaries bias rapid predictive visual processing, whereas
non-salient differences recruit later, attention-related mechanisms.
We propose criteria for future research for selecting stimuli to
study these effects.
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Day 1 | Session 1: Language and Verbal Reasoning | 10.55-11.10

Lighting up the developing brain:
Functional neural correlates of language
comprehension and production in
3-year-old children
Tiziana Srdoc 1

Tibor Tauzin 1

Lisa Bartha-Doering 2

Jutta L. Mueller 1

1. Department of Linguistics, University of Vienna, Vienna, Austria

2. Department of Pediatrics and Adolescent Medicine, Medical University of Vienna, Vienna, Austria

Studies in adults have provided converging evidence for specialized
brain regions involved in language processing, including both
production and comprehension. However, less is known about how the
developing brain supports language processing in early childhood,
particularly during language production. In the present study, we
used functional near-infrared spectroscopy (fNIRS) to measure
haemodynamic responses in typically developing preschool children
(aged 36–42 months) during an object-viewing-listening-naming
paradigm. Across the three tasks, children were presented with images
of real-world objects in two conditions: normal and scrambled.
Preliminary analyses (n = 20) revealed that, during overt naming,
children recruited a distributed, bilateral network including
left-lateralized frontal, temporal, and parietal regions, as well as
homologous areas in the right hemisphere. During listening, inverted
haemodynamic responses were observed in left-lateralized language
regions, while increased oxygenation was observed in right
temporoparietal regions. These findings suggest that early language
production relies on a broadly distributed, bilateral network and
that the right temporoparietal regions may play a supporting role in
early language comprehension. Methodological limitations of the
experimental paradigm and study design will be discussed.
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Day 1 | Session 1: Language and Verbal Reasoning | 11.15-11.30

Suppressing the Suppression Effect: The
Role of Relevance in Hypothetical
Syllogism and Verbal Reasoning
Nirvana Ribić 1, 2

Nenad Smokrović 1

Igor Bajšanski 2, 3, 4

1. Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Rijeka, Rijeka,

Croatia

2. Division of Cognitive Sciences, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Rijeka,

Rijeka, Croatia

3. Department of Psychology, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Rijeka, Rijeka,

Croatia

4. Center for Mind and Behaviour, University of Rijeka, Rijeka, Croatia

The present research investigates verbal reasoning in the context of
the suppression effect, a well-established phenomenon in which the
introduction of a disabler leads individuals to withhold otherwise
valid inferences and endorse uncertain conclusions. Across three
experiments, the study extends previous work by employing a
hypothetical syllogism paradigm, thereby moving beyond the
traditional focus on modus ponens and modus tollens and enabling an
additional content manipulation. We hypothesised that suppression
would generalise to this argument form and that reducing the
perceived relevance of the disabler would reduce the effect. The
results support these predictions. Experiment 1 replicated the
suppression effect using novel materials, Experiment 2 showed that it
extends to hypothetical syllogisms, and Experiment 3 demonstrated
that decreasing the perceived relevance of the disabler leads to
increased endorsement of valid conclusions. This pattern raises
challenges for mental models theory and is not straightforwardly
accommodated by probabilistic accounts. By contrast, formal rule
theories may explain the findings in terms of enthymematic reasoning,
while non-monotonic approaches account for the effect by allowing
additional information to modulate the status of conclusions, thereby
enabling the reinstatement of valid inferences. Together, these
results place new empirical constraints on theoretical accounts of
verbal reasoning.
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Day 1 | Session 2: Social Processess | 12.00-12.15

Differences Between Gaze and Arrow Cueing
in Attention and Working Memory: Evidence
from Pupillometry
Merima Halilbegović 1

Edward W. Legg 1, 2

1. Division of Cognitive Sciences, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Rijeka,

Rijeka, Croatia

2. Center for Mind and Behaviour, University of Rijeka, Rijeka, Croatia

Whether the same mechanism underpins the way in which gaze cues and
symbolic cues (e.g. arrows) orient one’s attention is the subject of
ongoing debate. Recently differences in the impact of arrow cues and
gaze cues have been observed in working memory tasks: gazed-at items
are better remembered than non-gazed-at items. However, this effect
has not been found consistently when items are cued by arrows. The
aim of this research is to measure whether gaze and arrow cues differ
in how they orient covert attention and to examine whether such
differences could provide an explanation for the different effect
gaze cues and arrow cues have on working memory. In the current
study, participants will be required to covertly attend to a rotated
Gabor patch target that is presented in the cued location 50% of the
time. The patch will be located on a light or dark background
allowing covert attention to be measured via the pupillary light
response. After a short (1000ms) delay participants will rotate a
probe stimulus to match the remembered orientation of the target. The
results will be discussed in light of the debate on social (gaze)
versus non-social (symbolic) cues in attention and working memory.
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Day 1 | Session 2: Social Processess | 12.20-12.35

Finding The Self: Bridging Cognitive And
Social Perspectives
Kristina Vrdoljak 1

1. Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Zagreb, Zagreb, Croatia

This thesis explores two contrasting theories of the self: Daniel
Dennett’s model of the self as a “center of narrative gravity,” a
fictional construct that provides cognitive and behavioral unity, and
Victor de Munck’s anthropological view of the self as a symbolic
agent embedded in cultural models. While Dennett emphasizes the
cognitive mechanism that generates the illusion of a unified self, de
Munck highlights the relational and cultural foundations of selfhood.
Using qualitative interviews and thematic analysis, the study
investigates how individuals describe and construct their sense of
self. The findings show that selfhood is experienced as both
narrative and relational: participants framed identity as a
continuous process shaped by retrospective meaning-making, shifting
roles, contradictions, and cultural expectations. The results suggest
that neither purely internal nor purely relational models capture the
full complexity of lived selfhood. Instead, the self emerges through
an ongoing negotiation between internal narrative processes and
external cultural frameworks, supporting a hybrid account that
integrates Dennett’s and de Munck’s perspectives.
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Day 1 | Session 3: Interdisciplinary and theoretical perspectives | 14.30-14.45

Beauty as a Primitive Experiential
Concept
Ksenija Savčić 1

1. Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Rijeka, Rijeka,

Croatia

The concept of aesthetic disinterestedness is a central pillar of
modern aesthetics. It refers to a distinctive mode of appreciation in
which one engages with an object without practical, instrumental, or
personal interest in possessing, using, or consuming it. Although
originally developed without supporting empirical evidence, early
empiricist accounts of disinterested pleasure should not be dismissed
as merely speculative. Rather, they may be understood as attempts to
identify a distinctive kind of pleasurable experience through
introspection, thereby establishing an important bridge between
philosophy and psychology.

Over time, however, the concept of beauty—originally primitive—became
theoretically overloaded through its application to increasingly
complex aesthetic and artistic contexts, coming to refer both to a
distinctive kind of pleasure and to objective properties of the
world. In this context, any account of beauty becomes normative
rather than descriptive. I therefore propose returning to beauty as a
basic experiential concept and ask whether contemporary empirical
psychology can isolate the form of disinterested pleasure described
by early empiricists. In particular, I investigate whether
disinterested pleasure corresponds to a distinctive physiological
profile that can be discriminated from other pleasurable states.
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Day 1 | Session 3: Interdisciplinary and theoretical perspectives | 14.50-15.05

Elegant Science? Aesthetic Experiences in
Scientific Experimentation
Petra Šarić 1, 2

Zdenka Brzović 1, 3

Ivan Flis 1

Ljerka Ostojić 1, 2, 4

1. Division of Cognitive Sciences, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Rijeka,

Rijeka, Croatia

2. Department of Psychology, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Rijeka, Rijeka,

Croatia

3. Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Rijeka, Rijeka,

Croatia

4. Centre for Mind and Behaviour, University of Rijeka, Rijeka, Croatia

From theories of gravity to experiments on DNA replication, history
of science reveals a continuous tradition of scientists and
philosophers praising science for its beauty. Scientists often, for
example, praise experimental designs or results by referring to them
as ‘elegant’ or ‘simple’, terms that have been proposed to relate to
aesthetic experience. Consequently, there is growing philosophical
work on the role of aesthetics in scientific experimentation,
including exploring aesthethic experiences of contemporary
scientists. To date, these explorations have primarily been grounded
in examples or case studies drawn from physics, mathematics, and, to
a somewhat lesser extent, biology and chemistry. However, to gain a
clear understanding of the diversity of aesthetic experiences, we
need to start broadening our disciplinary focus. Thus, first we will
attempt to build on a theoretical framework that describes how
experiments are aesthetically appreciated. To do so, we examine the
results of a survey that investigated whether cognitive scientists -
without being prompted to do so - use aesthetic terminology or
describe aesthetic experiences when asked to reflect on what they
consider to be their favourite experiment. Second, we focus on the
notion of elegance by examining cognitive scientists’
conceptualisations of elegant experiments.
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Day 1 | Session 3: Interdisciplinary and theoretical perspectives | 15.10-15.25

Reliability and Episodic Memory:
Reliability Assumptions and Structural
Deficits in the Simulation and Causal
Theory of Memory
Anna Walfort 1

1. Department of Philosophy and Political Science, Technical University Dortmund University, Dortmund,

Germany

In current debates on episodic memory, the causal theory, as a
conservative conception, is contrasted with the simulation theory, as
a generative conception. The two approaches formulate different
conditions under which a mental state counts as an episodic memory.
The central claim of the presentation is that both theories make
implicit or explicit assumptions about reliability within the
underlying processes of episodic remembering, thereby sharing a
common structural deficit. The argument proceeds through a conceptual
analysis of the underlying commitments of both theories. It will be
argued, first, that this deficit is of central importance, and
second, that it gives rise to a systematic priority of reliability
assumptions within both theories. This suggests that reliability
considerations play a more fundamental role than is typically
acknowledged in current accounts of episodic memory.
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Day 1 | Poster Session | 16.00-17.00

A Mixed Method Approach in Changing
Attitudes Towards Sexism Through Movie
Intervention
Terrin Manjila 1, 2

1. Division of Cognitive Sciences, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Rijeka,

Rijeka, Croatia

2. Amity University, Mumbai, India

Sexism remains a pervasive social issue in India. Film-based
interventions have shown potential in effectively reducing sexist
beliefs. In this mixed-method study, we used “The great indian
kitchen” movie as an intervention tool to bring about a change in
attitude towards sexism among older adults. The sample included
sixteen participants who were screened with high scores of sexism and
fell under the age group of 40 - 60 years, and were assigned into a
control group or an intervention group. In addition to comparison of
the pretest and posttest scores on the sexism questionnaire for each
group, qualitative analysis was done based on semi-structured
interviews to explore the impact of the intervention. The findings
suggested a significant difference between the pretest and posttest
sexism scores, implying a change in attitude towards sexism (lower
sexism scores) in the intervention group. The qualitative analysis
led to the emergence of three themes: (1) factors responsible for the
change in attitude, (2) changes in attitude observed after the
intervention, and (3) modifications or suggestions for improving the
intervention.
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Day 1 | Poster Session | 16.00-17.00

Social Networks of Kākā (Nestor
meridionalis)
Anja Ní Chúin 1

Rachael C. Shaw 1, 2

1. Division of Cognitive Sciences, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Rijeka,

Rijeka, Croatia

2. School of Biological Sciences, Victoria University of Wellington, Wellington, New Zealand

Kākā are an endemic New Zealand species of parrot that have made an
incredible comeback in the urban area of Wellington. In the early
2000s, 14 captive bred juveniles were reintroduced to the
fully-fenced sanctuary, Zealandia Te Māra a Tāne. Since then, their
numbers have boomed and this increase has had spillover effects for
the urban areas of Wellington, offering a unique opportunity for the
study of the social networks of the kākā. My study will analyse their
social groupings, creating a social network of individuals within the
sanctuary. This will be achieved through monitoring of banded
individuals at two separate supplementary feeding station locations.
I will explore the relationships between individuals through the use
of existing data on their sex, age and kinship, as well as focusing
on specific exhibited interactive behaviours. Furthermore, I aim to
opportunistically document flock sizes as they fly overhead and
investigate the belief that juveniles spend more time with other
juveniles. This will be done by checking for yellow rings in their
eyes, a characteristic trait of youth within the species, that
darkens into a grey-black with age.
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Day 1 | Poster Session | 16.00-17.00

Levels of Inner Speech – An investigation
of oscillatory dynamics
Viktoria Schmitzer 1

Jutta L. Mueller 1

1. Department of Linguistics, University of Vienna, Vienna, Austria

Inner speech has been hypothesized to exist on different
representational levels corresponding to the processing steps of
overt speech production. Such levels are broadly a semantic level, a
phonological level, and an articulatory level. Yet, these levels have
not been sufficiently supported by neurophysiological evidence. The
LISP project aims to induce these different forms of internal
verbalization by means of a working memory paradigm and uses
time-frequency data obtained through EEG to differentiate between
them. Furthermore, interindividual differences are investigated
through questionnaires about participant’s propensity for inner
speech and visual imagery. Here, I present data from the phonological
inner speech condition and two visual control conditions. The
phonological level of inner speech is characterized by higher power
in the alpha and beta bands compared to the visual control
condition[1.1] during the encoding and maintenance periods.
Furthermore, this power difference appears to be modulated by the
general working memory capacity as well as the propensity for inner
speech and visual imagery, as measured through the Internal
Representations Questionnaire (IRQ).
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Day 1 | Poster Session | 16.00-17.00

Communicating Science Under Uncertainty:
Variation in Claim Strength and Hedging
in Animal Metacognition Publications
Megan H. Todd 1

Ljerka Ostojić 1, 2, 3

1. Division of Cognitive Sciences, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Rijeka,

Rijeka, Croatia

2. Department of Psychology, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Rijeka, Rijeka,

Croatia

3. Centre for Mind and Behaviour, University of Rijeka, Rijeka, Croatia

Conveying scientific interpretations with clarity is essential for
the accurate dissemination of knowledge and for responsibly informing
decisions around animal welfare (Jaakkola et al., 2020). A key
component of clarity is the consistent presentation of claims across
a research article (RA), as variation in how the same claim is
expressed may lead to ambiguity or misinterpretation. One way this
can arise is through differences in the strength of claims between
sections of an RA (McKechnie et al., 2025; Perra et al., 2021).

Although this issue has been explored in other domains, it remains
underexamined in animal (meta)cognition research. Even in humans,
this topic is difficult to study, as it involves abstract constructs,
leading to conceptual and methodological uncertainty. Ambiguities are
likely intensified in animal research as metacognition must be
inferred from behaviour rather than subjective report. As a result,
the relationship between evidence and interpretation seems less
direct, increasing the chance that claim strength shifts across
texts.

Our study examines how claim strength is constructed and varies
across RAs in animal metacognition research. It conceptualises claim
strength as the distance between evidence and interpretation and
explores how this is shaped through attribute-oriented hedges,
defined here as linguistic devices that qualify the extent to which
claims accurately reflect the nature of the phenomena being studied
(Hyland, 1998). By analysing patterns across abstracts and discussion
sections, our study aims to assess the consistency of claim
presentation and its implications for clarity in scientific
communication.
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Day 1 | Poster Session | 16.00-17.00

Choice Overload: The Impact of Number of
Alternatives and Time Limitation
Veronika Siladić 1

Igor Bajšanski 1, 2, 3

Valnea Žauhar 1, 2

1. Department of Psychology, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Rijeka, Rijeka,

Croatia

2. Centre for Mind and Behaviour, University of Rijeka, Rijeka, Croatia

3. Division of Cognitive Sciences, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Rijeka,

Rijeka, Croatia

Two experiments were conduted in order to examine the influence of
the number of alternatives and time limit on frustration,
satisfaction and regret in a choice task. Additionally, maximization
and regret tendencies were examined as potential moderators of the
effects of time limits and number of options on frustration,
satisfaction and regret. In the first experiment participants were
presented with either 3 or 10 options and had a time limit of either
2 or 5 minutes. The second experiment included 10 or 15 options and a
time limit of either 4 or 8.5 minutes. Participants were asked to
select one of the prizes and to complete the Maximization Scale, the
Regret Scale and questions regarding the decision task (frustration,
satisfaction and regret).
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Day 1 | Poster Session | 16.00-17.00

Ascribing Cognitive Capacities to Plants:
Conceptual and Methodological issues
Anastasiia Shishkina 1

1. Division of Cognitive Sciences, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Rijeka,

Rijeka, Croatia

This thesis examines the conceptual and methodological conditions
under which it is legitimate to ascribe cognitive capacities to
plants. Recent research in plant behaviour has shown that plants can
display complex forms of responsiveness, plasticity, learning-like
adjustment, anticipation, and adaptive decision-making. However, the
interpretation of these findings remains philosophically contested:
do such behaviours justify cognitive descriptions, or should they be
understood only as physiological mechanisms without cognitive
significance? The thesis addresses this question by connecting
philosophical theories of cognition with experimental practices in
plant science. It analyses how different conceptions of cognition
shape the criteria by which plant behaviour may be described as
cognitive. It also examines methodological issues involved in
interpreting empirical evidence, such as operational definitions,
experimental controls, ecological validity, anthropomorphic bias, and
the risk of both over-ascription and under-ascription. The central
aim is to clarify what kind of cognitive vocabulary may be
appropriate for plants and under what evidential standards. The
thesis argues that plant cognition should be treated as a carefully
constrained theoretical framework rather than a metaphor, provided
that cognitive descriptions are grounded in explicit conceptual
criteria and robust experimental evidence.
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Day 2 | Invited Talk: Tibor Tauzin | 10.30-11.30

Early communicative inferences in human
infants
Tibor Tauzin 1, 2

1. Institute of Linguistics, University of Vienna, Vienna, Austria

Previous work on the development of human communication has aimed to
address two main questions: what cognitive capacities enable the
transition from the preverbal to the verbal phase during ontogenesis,
and what mechanisms underlie the emergence of sophisticated human
communication during phylogenesis. In this talk, I argue that both
questions can be addressed by assuming that humans have evolved a
species-specific communicative inferential capacity that emerges
early in infancy.

Drawing on recent empirical evidence, I argue that infants are
capable of recognizing communicative exchanges and attributing
internal states to communicating agents. I propose that these
capacities enable sophisticated inferences that reduce referential
uncertainty, both when interpreting and producing communicative
actions. Furthermore, I suggest that this early ability supports
learning from and about communicative signals, thereby facilitating
coordination and cooperation among humans—hallmarks of our species.
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Day 2 | Student Talks on Social Cognition | 12.00-12.15

The Interoceptive Cost of Virtual Body
Ownership: Testing the Effect of a
Virtual Body Illusion on Cardiac
Interoceptive Accuracy
Emma Icardi 1

Maria Pyasik 2

Cosimo Urgesi 3

1. University of Trieste, Trieste, Italy

2. Instituto di Recerca Eugeio Medea, Italy

3. Universitas Mercatorum, Italy

Interoceptive processing has been proposed as a key mechanism
supporting bodily self-consciousness and the stability of body
representations. Evidence from body-illusion paradigms indicates that
cardiac interoceptive accuracy predicts susceptibility to the Rubber
Hand Illusion, while experimentally induced ownership of a rubber
hand can modulate interoceptive processing. However, traditional
rubber-hand paradigms involve resolving visuo-proprioceptive conflict
to induce ownership, making it difficult to determine whether
interoceptive changes reflect body ownership itself or the broader
reweighting of sensory inputs across modalities. Virtual reality
provides a unique opportunity to address this issue: a life-sized
virtual body presented in the same position as the physical body can
elicit ownership through vision alone. The present study leverages a
vision-only virtual body illusion to investigate the relationship
between body ownership and interoception. We hypothesize that
accepting the virtual body as one’s own requires down-weighting the
precision assigned to internal bodily signals, leading to reduced
interoceptive accuracy. In the ongoing data collection, participants
complete a heartbeat discrimination task while viewing a virtual
avatar from a first- or third-person perspective or their own body in
physical reality. Primary analyses will compare interoceptive
accuracy and sensitivity across conditions and test whether stronger
embodiment predicts larger condition-dependent reductions in
interoceptive performance.
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Day 2 | Student Talks on Social Cognition | 12.20-12.35

Does gaze cueing improve working memory
for verbal items?
Vinoprasath Shivakumar 1

Ljerka Ostojić 1, 2, 3

Edward Legg 1, 3

1. Division of Cognitive Sciences, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Rijeka,

Rijeka, Croatia

2. Department of Psychology, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Rijeka, Rijeka,

Croatia

3. Center for Mind and Behaviour, University of Rijeka, Rijeka, Croatia

When someone looks at an object, this draws our attention to it too.
This joint attention enables us to remember the object better than
the objects that are not looked at. Similar effects have been
observed rarely for non-social cues such as arrows. This pattern of
results has been taken as an indication that joint attention improves
working memory. While effects of joint attention on long-term memory
were tested with verbal items and non-verbal items, effects on
working memory have only been tested with non-verbal items such as
colour. We investigated whether joint attention influences working
memory for verbal items. We used gaze-cueing paradigm and letters as
the to-be-remembered items. In our first experiment, we used face
cues and letters were then shown either on the side cued by gaze or
on the opposite side, after retention interval participants responded
if target letter was present in the to-be-remembered items. Second
experiment followed the same procedure with arrow cues. Results
indicated that participants had better recall for letters that were
cued than letters that were not cued, regardless of cue type.
Therefore, both social and non-social cues can modulate recall of
verbal items such as letters in a working memory task.
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Day 2 | Student Talks on Social Cognition | 12.40-12.55

Exploring facial recognition of children
Misheel Khashchuluun 1

Mirta Stantić 2

1. Division of Cognitive Sciences, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Rijeka,

Rijeka, Croatia

2. Department of Psychology, Royal Holloway University of London, Egham, UK

The newly created measure, OFMT-Kids, is an adaption of the OFMT, a
measure of facial recognition for adults, adjusted to better suit
children's attention and memory capacity. The OFMT-Kids consists of
putting two faces of varying similarity (determined by an open-source
facial recognition algorithm) side by side and asking participants if
the faces belong to the same person or to different people. This task
will be taken alongside the few facial recognition tasks for children
already established to validate the measure. Importantly, all of the
tasks in this study utilize stimuli of children's faces as previous
research has shown better recognition ability in children when tested
with faces of children near their own age. A total of 3 online tasks
and a questionnaire for the child as well as a questionnaire from
parents/guardians will be collected to gather quantitative scores on
face memory, matching, and perception as well as anecdotal data about
how facial recognition ability may impact the child day-to-day. This
allows a more comprehensive exploration into individual differences
children may have in different aspects of facial recognition, as well
as observe the average levels of children's facial recognition with
respect to age.
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Day 2 | Invited Talk: Claus Lamm | 14.30-15.30

Self-other distinction: from basic
mechanisms to pro-environmental behavior
Claus Lamm 1

1. Faculty of Psychology, University of Vienna, Austria

This talk will present a range of studies and theoretical
considerations on the phenomenon of self-other distinction.

The first part explores the putative neural mechanisms underpinning
this essential socio-cognitive skill. I will discuss research
combining fMRI, EEG and TMS in healthy young participants
highlighting a role of the right supramarginal gyrus. This will be
followed by recent work focusing on aging and a possibly delayed
onset and a decline of self-other distinction with adolescence and
ages over 60, respectively. Finally, I will highlight the possible
role of self-other distinction in pro-environmental decision-making.

This will be accompanied by a general call for leveraging (social)
environmental neuroscience approaches for a better understanding and
fostering of climate action (see Doell et al., Nature Sustainability
2023, 10.1038/s41558-023-01857-4).
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Day 2 | Invited Talk: Idalmis Santiesteban | 16.00-17.00

Beyond Empathy: Self–Other Distinction as
a Foundation for Social Cognition
Idalmis Santiesteban 1

1. Department of Primary Care and Mental Health, Institute of Population Health, University of

Liverpool, Liverpool, United Kingdom

Empathy is often described as the ability to understand and share the
experiences of others. However, effective social interaction requires
more than emotional resonance alone. It also depends on the ability
to distinguish between representations of the self and those of
others.

In this talk, I will argue that self–other distinction is a core
mechanism underlying social cognition. Drawing on research spanning
imitation inhibition, empathy, emotion regulation, alexithymia,
mirror-sensory synaesthesia, autism, and virtual reality, I will
discuss how variations in self–other processing shape social
understanding and behaviour. I will present evidence suggesting that
difficulties often interpreted as deficits in empathy may instead
reflect differences in self–other processing and emotional awareness.

Together, these findings highlight the importance of self–other
distinction as a process linking empathy, emotion regulation, and
social functioning, while pointing to new opportunities for studying
social cognition in immersive virtual environments.
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